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Abstract 

This study conducts a semantic exploration of the figurative language used in Taylor Swift's Blank 

Space, focusing on metaphors, similes, and symbols to uncover the deeper meanings embedded in 

the song's lyrics. Through a detailed analysis, the study reveals how these figurative devices 

contribute to the song’s emotional depth, narrative complexity, and social commentary. The metaphor 

of the "blank space" symbolizes both the emptiness left by failed relationships and the possibility of 

reinvention, while similes such as "Love’s a game, wanna play?" portray the unpredictability and 

emotional tension of love. The symbolism of the "prom queen" critiques societal expectations 

surrounding beauty and romantic success. This research highlights how Swift uses figurative 

language not only to express personal emotions but also to challenge cultural norms, offering a 

nuanced reflection on love, identity, and media perceptions. The findings of this study contribute to 

the understanding of figurative language in popular music, particularly in the context of Taylor 

Swift’s work, and open avenues for further research on the role of metaphor, symbolism, and simile 

in contemporary music. 
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Introduction 

 

Released in 2014, Blank Space by Taylor Swift quickly became a cultural 

phenomenon, captivating listeners with its catchy melody, provocative lyrics, and Swift's exploration 

of love, heartbreak, and the complexities of romantic relationships. The song’s lyrics feature a rich 

array of figurative language, including metaphors, similes, and symbols, that work together to create 

a vivid portrayal of a tumultuous relationship. Blank Space stands out not only for its catchy chorus 

but also for its deeply layered meanings, with each figurative device serving to enhance the song’s 

emotional impact. 

Figurative language, particularly metaphors, similes, and symbols, plays a crucial role in 

shaping the narrative and emotional tone of a song. According to Parmawan and Pratiwi (2025) 

metaphors are not just linguistic features but also shape how we understand and experience the world. 
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In Blank Space, Swift uses figurative language to explore the themes of love, control, vulnerability, 

and the cycle of romantic expectations. The song presents a  self-aware, almost satirical persona that 

addresses public perceptions of her romantic life while simultaneously exploring the dynamics of 

power and vulnerability in relationships. 

While much has been written about Taylor Swift's use of personal experiences in her music, 

less attention has been given to the semantic analysis of her lyrics, particularly in relation to the 

figurative devices she employs. Previous studies on figurative language in pop music have focused 

on its role in conveying emotion  Dewi et al. (2020) the relationship between lyrical content and 

public image Swarniti (2022) and the social and cultural meanings of popular music. For example 

Sa-ae and Maisarah (2024) analyzed the symbolic representations in Swift’s music, noting how 

metaphors reflect both personal and universal themes. Additionally, Ibrahim et al. (2019) explored 

the use of metaphor in Swift's storytelling, particularly in relation to the portrayal of romantic 

relationships. However, there is a gap in the literature concerning the specific use of figurative 

language in Blank Space, particularly regarding how metaphors, similes, and symbols contribute to 

the song's themes and its reception by listeners. 

While figurative language in pop music has been studied, the semantic analysis of Taylor 

Swift's lyrics in Blank Space remains underexplored. Existing literature has often focused on the 

emotional resonance of Swift's music or her public image rather than the linguistic devices she uses 

to convey her message. As Blank Space is widely regarded as one of Swift’s most iconic songs, 

understanding how figurative language shapes the song’s narrative and its cultural impact is essential 

to gaining deeper insight into Swift’s artistry. This research seeks to address this gap by 

conducting a detailed semantic analysis of the figurative language in Blank Space, specifically 

focusing on metaphors, similes, and symbols. 

This study explored how these figurative devices contribute to the song’s portrayal of 

romantic relationships, its commentary on societal expectations, and the emotional complexities 

conveyed through Swift’s lyrics. By analyzing Blank Space through the lens of figurative language, 

this research aims to demonstrate how Swift uses language to engage with cultural discourses 

surrounding love, identity, and relationships. Ultimately, this study will show that Blank Space is 

more than just a catchy pop song—it is a layered narrative that uses figurative language to convey 

deeper emotional and societal themes. 

Figurative language is a central feature of song lyrics, offering a powerful means to express 

complex emotions, ideas, and narratives. In pop music, metaphors, similes, and symbols serve to 

deepen the meaning of lyrics and make them more relatable to a wide audience. Kholilullah 

(2023) introduced the concept of Conceptual Metaphors, which posits that metaphors shape our 

thoughts and perceptions of the world. In the case of Blank Space, Taylor Swift uses metaphors to 

present the dynamics of a complicated relationship, positioning love as both a source of joy and pain, 

and symbolizing the cyclical nature of romantic expectations. 

Similes, another form of figurative language, are also frequently used in lyrics to draw 

comparisons between unlike entities, making abstract concepts more tangible. Lubis (2019) 

argue that similes enhance understanding by connecting emotions to familiar experiences or objects. 

In Swift’s lyrics, similes create a vivid picture of her emotional state and the uncertainty in her 
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relationships, enhancing the song's relatability. 

In addition to metaphors and similes, symbols play a vital role in lyricism by representing 

deeper meanings beyond their literal interpretations. Ismail et al. (2020) argued that symbols in music 

provide insight into broader cultural or personal themes, shaping listeners’ emotional responses. 

In Blank Space, symbols such as "a blank space" on a piece of paper or the idea of a "new lover" 

symbolize both the potential for new beginnings and the emotional baggage carried from previous 

relationships. 

Taylor Swift is well-known for using figurative language to tell stories that resonate with her 

audience, particularly through metaphors and symbols that connect her personal experiences to 

universal themes of love, loss, and personal growth. Swift’s ability to craft metaphors that reflect 

complex emotions has been discussed in numerous studies Iskandar and Wijaya, (2024) 

analyzed the metaphorical language in Swift’s earlier works, such as Love Story and You Belong 

with Me, noting how her metaphors transform personal narratives into collective experiences, making 

her music widely relatable. In Blank Space, Swift’s metaphors take on a more self-aware tone, 

commenting on her public persona while also exploring the darker side of relationships. 

Furthermore, Swift has been recognized for using symbolism in her lyrics to explore societal 

issues, particularly in her later albums. According to  Palguna et al. (2021) Swift's symbolic language 

reflects both personal vulnerability and broader societal commentary. Blank Space uses symbols such 

as “a blank space” on a page, implying both emotional emptiness and the possibility of reinvention. 

This duality adds layers of meaning to the song, as it can be interpreted as both an expression of 

heartbreak and a form of self-reinvention in the public eye. 

Figurative language in pop music has been shown to play an essential role in emotional 

expression. According to  Mahendra et al. (2023) music and lyrics are a reflection of the emotional 

state of the artist and the collective emotional experience of listeners. Blank Space is no exception, 

as Swift uses figurative language to convey the complex emotions of desire, disappointment, and self-

reflection. The metaphors and similes used in the song reflect the artist's journey through a cycle of 

romantic idealization and disillusionment. This emotional depth is what resonates with listeners, 

making the song not only a catchy tune but also a meaningful reflection of the intricacies of romantic 

relationships. 

Rambi et al. (2022) emphasized that the emotional power of song lyrics comes from their 

ability to express the "unspeakable," allowing listeners to connect their personal experiences with the 

artist’s. In Blank Space, Swift’s use of figurative language allows listeners to interpret the song 

through their own emotional lens, making the lyrics more universally relatable. The mix of metaphor, 

simile, and symbolism in Blank Space enables the song to connect on multiple levels, from personal 

heartbreak to public scrutiny. 

In addition to examining figurative language, semiotic analysis provides insight into how 

symbols and metaphors in song lyrics contribute to meaning. Semiotics, the study of signs and 

symbols, can help uncover the deeper layers of meaning in Blank Space by examining how Swift uses 

language to encode social and emotional messages. Salsabila and Setyowati (2024) argued that all 

texts, including songs, are a collection of signs that carry multiple layers of meaning. By analyzing 

Blank Space through a semiotic lens, one can uncover how the use of figurative language serves not 
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only to express personal emotions but also to critique societal norms surrounding relationships and 

celebrity culture. 

In Blank Space, the "blank space" itself functions as a symbol of the cyclical nature of Swift’s 

relationships, particularly in the context of her public persona. The metaphor of the blank space also 

reflects the idea of starting anew, which ties into the broader theme of reinvention in the song. 

Through semiotic analysis, it becomes evident that Swift uses this symbolic language to critique the 

media's portrayal of her love life, while also exploring personal themes of love, heartbreak, and 

personal growth. 

While the use of figurative language in Taylor Swift’s music has been widely discussed, there 

is limited research specifically focusing on the semantic and semiotic analysis of the figurative 

language in Blank Space. Most studies have addressed the general emotional impact of Swift's 

lyrics or the public perception of her relationships, but few have delved into the specific ways in 

which she uses metaphors, similes, and symbols to convey deeper meaning in Blank Space. 

Additionally, while there has been some analysis of Swift's earlier works, the evolution of her 

figurative language and its cultural implications in Blank Space remain underexplored. 

This research aims to fill this gap by conducting a semantic and semiotic analysis of the figurative 

language in Blank Space, focusing on how metaphors, similes, and symbols contribute to the song's 

narrative and its cultural impact. 

Pop music, by its nature, is a medium that combines both artistic expression and mass appeal, 

making it an ideal vehicle for conveying complex emotions and societal issues. Figurative language 

in popular music often serves to make abstract concepts more tangible for listeners, facilitating a 

deeper connection with the song’s message. Prakasa and Pradipta, (2023) assert that figurative 

language, such as metaphors and symbols, allows artists to convey multifaceted ideas in a concise 

and accessible way. This makes pop songs particularly effective in addressing a wide range of 

listeners who may have different life experiences, yet still resonate with the universal themes 

conveyed through the lyrics. 

For example, “Blank Space” uses metaphor not only to represent romantic relationships but 

also to offer a satirical commentary on the media’s portrayal of Swift’s love life. The symbolic 

language in the song serves as a reflection of the societal expectations placed on celebrities and the 

public’s tendency to judge personal lives based on superficial standards. Swift cleverly plays with 

this image in Blank Space, using metaphorical language to deconstruct the public persona that the 

media has constructed for her. As  Dewi et al. (2020) noted, popular music often acts as a social 

commentary that provides artists with the means to challenge cultural norms and stereotypes, 

and Blank Space does so through its figurative language. 

Metaphors are powerful tools for identity construction, as they allow individuals to shape their 

sense of self through language. In the case of Blank Space, Swift’s use of metaphor allows her to craft 

a self-aware narrative about her identity as a public figure, especially in the context of relationships. 

According to Ismail et al. (2020) the construction of identity is deeply intertwined with language, as 

people define themselves not only through their actions but also through the language they use to 

express their experiences. In Blank Space, Swift uses the metaphor of a “blank space” to symbolize 

both the potential for new beginnings and the emotional emptiness that often accompanies failed 
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relationships. This duality reflects the complexities of identity formation, particularly for someone 

whose personal life is constantly scrutinized by the public. 

Metaphors in Blank Space also function as a way for Swift to reclaim her narrative and control 

the perception of her love life. By using figurative language to describe her romantic relationships, 

she challenges the way the media has shaped her public persona. This aligns with the theory of self-

representation in pop music, where artists use their lyrics to assert control over their identities and 

how they are perceived by the public (Salsabila & Setyowati, 2024).  The use of metaphor in 

Blank Space allows Swift to redefine the media’s portrayal of her as a serial dater and instead 

present herself as a self-aware individual who is both accepting and critical of the romantic narratives 

constructed around her. While metaphors are central to the figurative language in Blank Space, 

similes and symbols also play important roles in constructing the song’s narrative. Similes, by 

drawing comparisons between two unlike things, help to deepen the listener’s understanding of 

emotions and relationships. In Blank Space, Swift uses similes sparingly, but they effectively 

highlight the intensity and disillusionment within the relationship. For example, the simile "I can 

make the bad guys good for a weekend" compares the fleeting nature of romantic relationships to 

temporary changes in behavior, highlighting the instability and short-lived nature of some 

relationships. 

Symbols in the song are also integral to its meaning. The blank space in the title serves as a 

symbol of both emptiness and potential, illustrating the idea that the protagonist is constantly in the 

process of starting over and re-evaluating what is important in her relationships. The "blank space" 

can be seen as a metaphor for the emotional void that comes with a failed relationship, but it also 

symbolizes the chance to move forward, leaving behind the past. This dual symbolism reflects the 

broader cultural theme of reinvention, which is prevalent not only in Swift’s career but also in the 

way that pop music often reflects the desire for change and personal growth. 

The figurative language in Blank Space also has important social and cultural implications. 

The song satirizes the public’s obsession with celebrity relationships and the media’s tendency to 

scrutinize and sensationalize personal lives. By using metaphor and symbolism to reflect on her own 

romantic history, Swift critiques the unrealistic expectations placed on women in the public eye. The 

figure of the “prom queen” or the "crazy ex-girlfriend" stereotype often projected onto female 

celebrities is deconstructed in Swift’s lyrics. As noted by Lubis  (2019) pop music can challenge 

societal stereotypes and gender norms, and Swift does this effectively in Blank Space by using 

figurative language to present a more nuanced view of her identity and relationships. 

Moreover, the symbolic use of “blank space” can be interpreted as a comment on the need for 

individuals to redefine their identities outside of societal expectations, particularly in the age of social 

media. The song suggests that identity and relationships are constantly evolving, and it encourages 

listeners to embrace change rather than being constrained by public narratives. This social 

commentary adds an extra layer of depth to the song’s figurative language, highlighting the 

intersection of personal experiences with broader societal discourses. 

While existing literature has explored figurative language in popular music, there is limited 

research on the semantic and semiotic analysis of the figurative language in Taylor Swift’s Blank 

Space. Previous studies have examined Swift's public persona and the emotional resonance of her 
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lyrics, but few have focused on the specific use of metaphors, similes, and symbols in the song. 

Furthermore, while metaphor and symbolism in pop music have been widely studied, less attention 

has been given to how these devices shape the meaning of relationships and identity in Taylor Swift’s 

music, especially in the context of Blank Space. This research aims to address this gap by providing 

a detailed semantic and semiotic analysis of the figurative language in Blank Space, focusing on how 

these literary devices contribute to the song's emotional depth and cultural commentary. 

 

Method 

 

This study adopted a qualitative research design with a semantic analysis approach to examine 

the figurative language used in the song Blank Space by Taylor Swift. The research focused on 

understanding how metaphors, similes, and symbols contributed to the song’s narrative, themes, and 

emotional impact. A qualitative approach was considered appropriate because it allowed an in-depth 

exploration of the song’s lyrical content and enabled a nuanced interpretation of figurative 

expressions. The main objective of the study was to uncover the semantic layers within the lyrics and 

to explain how figurative language conveyed meanings related to love, identity, and the media’s 

perception of Taylor Swift’s public persona. 

The primary data of this study were the lyrics of Blank Space by Taylor Swift. The lyrics were 

analyzed carefully to identify instances of metaphors, similes, and symbols. This textual analysis 

enabled the researcher to examine how figurative language functioned in constructing meaning and 

emotional expression within the song. Secondary data were obtained from scholarly articles, books, 

and previous studies related to figurative language in song lyrics, pop music, and Taylor Swift’s 

works. These sources provided theoretical support and contextual understanding to strengthen the 

analysis. 

The study employed a semantic analysis approach to focus on the meanings underlying the 

figurative language found in the lyrics. The analysis was guided by Conceptual Metaphor Theory, 

proposed by Lakoff and Johnson, as discussed by Ibrahim et al. (2019), which explained how 

metaphors shape human understanding and experience. This theoretical framework helped analyze 

how metaphors in Blank Space constructed ideas of love, heartbreak, and identity. In addition, a 

semiotic analysis was applied to examine symbols in the song. According to Mahendra et al. (2023), 

signs and symbols conveyed multiple layers of meaning in texts, allowing this study to explore the 

cultural, emotional, and personal implications embedded in the song’s figurative language. 

Narrative analysis was also used to understand the story conveyed in the song. This approach 

focused on how figurative language supported the development of themes and emotional flow 

throughout the lyrics. Through narrative analysis, the study examined how metaphors, similes, and 

symbols worked together to create a coherent story about love, identity, and public perception, as 

well as how the song reflected broader cultural discourses surrounding celebrity life. 

The data analysis followed several systematic steps. First, metaphors, similes, and symbols in 

the lyrics of Blank Space were identified and categorized. Each figurative device was examined to 

determine its meaning and contribution to the overall message of the song. Second, semantic analysis 

was conducted to interpret the deeper meanings of the identified figurative expressions, particularly 
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in relation to relationships, identity, and media representation. Third, semiotic analysis was applied 

to key symbols, such as the phrase “blank space,” to explore their cultural and personal significance. 

Finally, narrative analysis was used to understand how all figurative elements functioned collectively 

to construct the song’s storyline and emotional impact. 

To ensure validity, the analysis was conducted systematically by carefully examining each 

line of the lyrics to identify all relevant figurative language. Attention was given to linguistic accuracy 

and contextual relevance so that interpretations aligned with the song’s themes and emotional tone. 

Reliability was maintained through a transparent, step-by-step process of data collection and analysis. 

To reduce bias and strengthen consistency, a second researcher reanalyzed the lyrics to cross-check 

the findings and interpretations. 

This study followed ethical guidelines related to research on music and publicly available 

content. The lyrics of Blank Space were used under the principles of fair use for academic purposes. 

The analysis was conducted solely for scholarly interpretation without altering or misrepresenting the 

original work. All sources were properly cited to maintain academic integrity. Since the study did not 

involve human participants or sensitive data, no ethical concerns related to privacy or confidentiality 

arose. Nevertheless, the intellectual property rights of Taylor Swift and the songwriters were 

respected by acknowledging their creative contributions throughout the study. 

 

Results and Discussion 

 

Identification of Figurative Language in Blank Space 

The semantic analysis of the lyrics in Blank Space reveals a rich use of metaphors, 

similes, and symbols that contribute to the emotional depth and narrative structure of the song. Taylor 

Swift uses figurative language to explore themes of love, control, heartbreak, and identity, with each 

literary device serving to enhance the song’s message. The prominent metaphors and symbols 

identified in the lyrics include the metaphor of a "blank space" and the symbolic representation of a 

"prom queen," which are central to the song’s portrayal of love and relationships. Additionally, Swift 

employs similes such as "love's a game" to compare the unpredictable nature of love with something 

more familiar and relatable, helping the listener grasp the emotional complexity of the narrative. 

Metaphors and Their Role in the Song's Narrative 

Metaphors play a central role in Blank Space, particularly in the use of the “blank space” 

metaphor. The "blank space" in the title and throughout the lyrics symbolizes both the emptiness left 

by failed relationships and the possibility of starting fresh with a new romantic partner. This metaphor 

encapsulates the song’s theme of emotional cycles, where new beginnings are inevitably followed by 

disappointment or heartbreak. The "blank space" suggests the idea of reinvention, both on a personal 

level and in terms of relationships, but it also alludes to the emotional toll that comes with this cycle. 

The metaphor serves as a powerful commentary on the fleeting nature of romantic connections, 

particularly in the context of the media’s portrayal of Swift’s own romantic life. 

The “blank space” also functions as a symbol of how the protagonist is repeatedly cast in the 

role of a heartbreaker or the “crazy ex-girlfriend” by the public, and how she responds by embracing 

this image. By turning the "blank space" into a personal choice—where she can "write" her own 
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romantic narrative—Swift critiques the public’s perception of her and asserts control over her own 

identity. This metaphor underscores a recurring theme in her work: the tension between her public 

image and private reality, as well as the freedom that comes from embracing personal vulnerability. 

Similes and Their Contribution to Emotional Expression 

In addition to metaphors, similes are effectively used in Blank Space to convey the 

protagonist’s emotional states and the tumultuous nature of love. One of the key similes in the song 

is the comparison of love to a "game": “Love’s a game, wannaplay?” This simile captures the playful 

yet destructive quality of the protagonist’s relationship dynamics. By likening love to a game, Swift 

conveys the thrill and excitement of romantic engagement, but also hints at the emotional risks and 

consequences of playing such a game. This simile suggests that, in the world of the song, love is not 

straightforward or genuine, but instead is a contest, where emotions are manipulated, and people are 

often hurt. 

Another significant simile appears in the line “Wait, the worst is yet to come, oh, oh, I’m 

screaming and crying”, where the protagonist likens her emotional turmoil to the chaotic, 

unpredictable nature of love. This comparison creates a sense of vulnerability, and the intensity of 

the emotion is amplified by the use of the simile. It highlights the internal conflict experienced by the 

protagonist, torn between the desire for love and the inevitability of heartbreak. By using this simile, 

Swift conveys the emotional rollercoaster that accompanies passionate relationships, reinforcing the 

song’s central theme of love as a complex and often painful experience. 

Symbols and Their Social and Cultural Implications 

The symbols in Blank Space provide additional layers of meaning, reflecting broader societal 

and cultural themes, particularly related to celebrity culture and public scrutiny. One of the most 

prominent symbols in the song is the "prom queen", which represents the societal ideal of beauty, 

success, and romantic perfection. The "prom queen" is a symbol of status and desirability, and by 

using this symbol, Swift highlights the unrealistic standards placed on women, especially those in the 

public eye. The contrast between the idealized image of the "prom queen" and the song’s 

protagonist—who is portrayed as flawed, self-aware, and willing to embrace her imperfections— 

serves as a critique of these societal expectations. 

Furthermore, the “blank space” symbol also functions as a critique of celebrity culture and 

the way relationships are consumed by the media. In public perception, Swift’s personal relationships 

have often been commodified, and the "blank space" symbol speaks to how the media constantly fills 

this space with narratives about her love life, regardless of the truth. By embracing the blank space, 

Swift reclaims control over her own story, transforming the symbol from one of emptiness and 

vulnerability into a sign of empowerment and self-authorship. This critique is also reflected in the 

narrative tone of the song, which alternates between self-deprecation and assertiveness, symbolizing 

a journey of self-discovery amidst external pressure. 

Emotional Impact and Cultural Commentary 

The use of figurative language in Blank Space contributes significantly to the emotional depth 

of the song. The metaphors, similes, and symbols allow Swift to express the contradictions inherent 

in love: the excitement and the heartbreak, the self-awareness and the vulnerability. The emotional 

impact of the song lies in its ability to capture the complexity of romantic relationships while also 
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offering a critique of societal expectations. The repeated imagery of the "blank space" serves as a 

poignant reminder of the cyclical nature of romantic engagement, while the metaphor of love as a 

game reflects the playful yet precarious nature of relationships in the public eye. 

On a cultural level, Blank Space comments on the ways in which women, especially in the 

media, are reduced to one-dimensional caricatures of their romantic lives. Swift challenges this 

reductive portrayal by using figurative language to present herself as a multi-faceted individual who 

controls her own narrative. The figurative language in the song invites listeners to reflect on the 

pressures placed on women to conform to idealized standards of beauty, success, and love, while 

simultaneously offering a form of self-empowerment through the rejection of these norms. 

The figurative language in Blank Space plays a pivotal role in conveying the song’s emotional 

depth, social commentary, and personal reflection. Through the use of metaphors, similes, and 

symbols, Taylor Swift effectively communicates the complexities of love, heartbreak, and identity. 

The song not only critiques societal expectations but also empowers the protagonist by allowing her 

to reclaim control over her romantic narrative. The combination of figurative devices creates a rich 

tapestry of meaning that resonates with listeners on both a personal and societal level. Swift’s use of 

figurative language in Blank Space exemplifies the power of music to convey complex emotional and 

cultural messages, making it a standout piece in her discography. 

 

Conclusion 

 

This study has explored the role of figurative language in Taylor Swift’s Blank Space, with a 

particular focus on metaphors, similes, and symbols, to understand how these devices contribute to 

the song’s emotional depth, narrative complexity, and cultural commentary. Through the semantic 

and semiotic analysis of the song’s lyrics, it has become clear that Swift employs figurative language 

not only to express personal emotions and experiences but also to engage with broader societal 

themes, particularly those surrounding love, identity, and public perception. 

The metaphor of the "blank space" emerges as a central motif in the song, symbolizing both 

the emptiness left by failed relationships and the opportunity for reinvention and new beginnings. 

This duality of the blank space encapsulates the cyclical nature of romantic relationships and the 

personal transformation that often accompanies them. The similes employed in the song, such as 

"Love’s a game, wanna play?", enhance the portrayal of the unpredictable and sometimes harmful 

nature of love, emphasizing its playful yet destructive qualities. These devices effectively highlight 

the contradictions and emotional complexities inherent in romantic engagement. 

Additionally, the symbolism of the "prom queen" reflects societal expectations of beauty, 

perfection, and romantic success, critiquing the media’s tendency to reduce women, particularly 

celebrities, to one-dimensional stereotypes. By using the "prom queen" as a symbol, Swift not only 

challenges these cultural norms but also asserts her own control over the narrative of her love life, 

refusing to be confined to the image projected by the media. The blank space and "prom queen" 

together create a nuanced commentary on societal pressures and personal identity, positioning the 

song as both a self-reflective narrative and a social critique. 

The findings of this research indicate that figurative language in Blank Space does more than 
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just convey the protagonist’s emotional journey—it serves as a commentary on the commodification 

of love and relationships in the media. By embracing and subverting societal expectations, Swift’s 

use of metaphor, simile, and symbolism allows her to create a song that resonates on both a personal 

and cultural level. Through this analysis, the song is revealed to be not only a catchy pop anthem but 

also a deeply layered and reflective work that challenges the listener to reconsider the narratives 

surrounding love, identity, and public life. 

 

This study contributes to the growing body of literature on figurative language in popular music, 

providing a framework for analyzing how contemporary artists, such as Taylor Swift, employ 

linguistic devices to engage with both personal and societal themes. Future research could extend this 

analysis by exploring figurative language in other songs by Swift or other contemporary pop artists, 

examining how music continues to serve as a medium for cultural commentary and emotional 

expression. 
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